
 

 
Art & The People of God 

A Reorientation Toward Beauty, Mystery, & the Great Feast 

 
A N D E N E  O ’ N E I L  

 

I. A (Teeny Tiny) Bird’s Eye Overview – Art & the Church 

a. In regard to biblical & church history 

b. In regard to changing epistemology 

 

II.  A Reorientation Toward Beauty 

a. Ability & Vulnerability | Creation & Fall  

b. The redemptive story is beautiful, even when its ugly  

c. Skilled artists of all kinds are required to proclaim this, our story 
  
 

III.  A Reorientation Toward Mystery 

a. Cerebral mastery not required; we see through a glass darkly  

b. Proper adoration of our infinite God 

c. Illustration vs. Illumination 
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IV. A Reorientation Toward the Great Feast 

a. You are what you eat – our imaginations & souls can be undernourished 

b. Art as formation for the disciple and for the Bride 

c. Foretastes of the Kingdom are available now 

 

V. Practical Steps for a Church to Take 

a. Avoid art as utility; embrace Anglicanism’s sacramental theology 

b. Develop an arts team or arts intern; dedicate budget and church storage 

c. Develop a music team/repertoire to amplify Beauty, not imitate culture 

d. View church calendar as a kaleidoscope of opportunity for formation 

e. Identify, encourage, and support artists—inside & outside the church 

f. Adapt these things for your home and your personal life 

 

VI. Cultivating the Arts — Our Attempts at Church of the Cross 

a. Place high value on the liturgical arts 

b. Commission professional artists for projects 

c. Start an art gallery, hold gallery openings with artist interviews 

d. Do collaborative church-wide art projects 

e. Creativity Project — online sharing of art in response to a prompt 

f. Makers Meetings 

g. Arts Jubilee 


